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Philosophy and Practice of a Public Junior High School for Reducing the Inequality of
Academic Achievement Gap: A Focus on Distributive Egalitarianism and Relational Egalitarianism
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Abstract

This study clarifies the practices of public junior high schools to reduce the gap in academic
achievement through a fieldwork study of a public junior high school in Japan (X Junior High School), with
emphasis on its role as "reproduction devices of disparity.” To address this issue, I will focus on exploring
the value philosophy behind these practices by setting up an analytical framework based on the opposing
equality theories of "distributive egalitarianism" and 'relational egalitarianism" in political philosophy.
The main findings of this study are summarized as follows. First, Junior High X does not practice formal
equality, whereby no special treatment is given to students with low academic achievement; rather, it
practices distributive egalitarianism by providing more educational resources to such students. Second,
group learning sessions at Junior High X are not only for students to learn from each other but also to
change the relationship between them. That is, it is practiced to realize relational egalitarianism. The
study establishes the necessity of examining the normative question: What kind of school should we aim

for? Additionally, it empirically clarifies effective practices for reducing inequality in schools.
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